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First-Year Students 
Gilberto Alduato (TX), UC Berkeley – Boalt 
Sofia Arispe (CA), UC at Santa Clara 
Michael Barquera (CA), Hastings 
Robert Cortez (TX), U. of Oregon 
Teresa De Leon (CA), U. of San Francisco 
Manuel Escobar (TX), UC Berkeley 
Victor Lopez (CA), Arizona State 
Adolfo Mediano, Jr. (CA), UC at San Diego 
David Mendez (IN), U. of Michigan 
Maria Luisa Mercado (TX), Antioch 
Leticia Pena (CO), Catholic University, DC 
Maria Peralta (NM), Hastings 
Deborah Ann Ramirez (IL), Harvard 
Sylvia Ramirez (TX), New College (CA) 
Roberto Saenz (WA), Gonzaga University (WA) 
Jorge Vargas (TX), Western State University (CA) 
Irene Ruiz (NM), U. of New Mexico 
Rodolfo Villalobos (CA), Hastings 
 
Second-Year Students 
Francisco Garcia-Rodriguez (CA), UC Berkeley 
Sandra Moreno Kirkpatrick (CA), Golden Gate 
Ruben Nevarez (TX), Georgetown 
Gustavo Pinales (CA), Western State University (CA) 
Francisco Villareal (MI), Detroit School of Law 
Patricia Villareal (TX), Harvard 
Agnes E. Zamora (CA), Loyola 
 
Third-Year Students 
Anthony Ayala (NM), U. of Utah 
Jose Bracamonte (AZ), Notre Dame 
Tomas Gonzalez (CA), University of San Francisco 
Carlos Mendoza (CA), University of San Francisco 
Jaime Ramon (TX), Antioch (DC) 
 
MALDEF has an annual legal essay contest – “instituted to encourage a sustained interest 

in serious, scholarly legal research in areas of civil rights that directly affect the 
Chicano community” 

 



$300 awarded to the Chicano law student who submits the most creative, original and 
scholarly academic research paper about Chicano civil or constitutional rights; 
additional option is a full-time law clerk position with MALDEF through the 
summer 

 
1978 essay contest winner: Hilarion A. Martinez, Holland Law Center, U. of Florida 


