Phantom

Ex-husband Paid
$20,000 To Support

Nonexistent Daughter

" By CAnoryN CARLSDN
JaumalSm_‘ﬂ" Wirdter .

On the sarface, Steve- Barreras Jocked like__

another deadbeat dad.

He'd been hauled mtomrtaudha&'ms wages B

He and his new w;fe had lust their
'?Q-i'n ta‘x t:f-furtd I'o _ - 1] ]

e had "

: L et ddinands. for.. -
money for a ch:&d he suppl}sedl?' fmhem;t mre e
| YRArAgs. -
But this legal case | ‘T havé. seen
had one big pmblﬁm e
Last -week "4 judge hundreds aof }ury
- ruled the child does
© not exist — .even Irf-ﬂfs mdlhave o
* though Barreras had |- ' '
alresdly pald $20000 | FEVET FEEH
in support. 1 anything like -
In ‘what was appar- S
ently an elaborate | 7This.
ruse, the aMeged o :
~.mother orchestrated: . ROB PERRY,
fake DINA evidemce STEVE BARRERAS'
and. forged a Social g A'-rra'ausv

- Security nomber and

- birth amgl baptisnea cerﬂhcaxes, court. remrds _

" show.
“Ip the strangest twist of ali, lea Trevine an
Monday brought a strenger’s child to court,

alleging it was her daughter. Under congidera- .
© tion in Judge Linda Vanzi's couriroom. was &

motion filed in September fo reopen the couple’s
1999 divorce on Barreras’s request that the chjld
" beproduced. -

Trevino had been ordered to hnng the girlto
-gourt, but-instead she picked npa Zyear-old girt -

- and her grandmother from a South Vailey street,
_promising them a frip to sce Santa Claas and $50,

" After feeding them hamburgers, she parked

near the courthouse, where she left the grand-
mother in the car and took the child into court.

" When the grandmother foliowed her into COturt,
Trevino had to admit that the chitd was not hers. .
u have seei hundreds of jury trials and 1 bave
pever seen anything like this,” Rob Perry, Bar--

reras’ attorney, said.

See EX—HIJSB&ND on PAIE A3



